KNOWLES PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

Sports Day
Last week, the children participated in a morning of sports competing against each other
to get the most points. The winners were:
Foundation and KS1
●
1st place - Fir
●
2nd place - Damson
●
3rd place - Mulberry
KS2
●
●
●

1st place - Cypress
2nd place - Y6
3rd place - Willow

The children showed amazing athleticism as they participated in a variety of activities.
Each class joined in with a fitness circuit, javelin, dribbling and a hula hoop challenge.
Then everyone competed for their class’ 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in the races:
skipping, sprint, relay and hurdles.
KS2 had the extra challenge of a rounders tournament between their classes. Well done
everyone! We’re looking forward to next year already!
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Sports Day

We would like to say a fond farewell to some very valuable members of our
team who are all about to set off on new adventures.
Mrs Loftus, who has been with us for many years, and been part
of our incredible journey is relocating to sunny Cornwall. We thank
her for all of her many years of dedication as a HLTA, teacher
and school governor. She has made a very big difference to our
school, the lives of many children and will be greatly missed.
Mr Rimmer, after many years of dedicated service to
teaching, is on his own exciting adventure as he begins his
retirement. Mr Rimmer has made an incredible difference to
the lives of many children at Knowles and has been a
well-respected Year 6 teacher. He has been a very important
part of our team and has always shown such care and
consideration for our whole community. He will be greatly
missed.
Mr Robinson is relocating to a school closer to his home. Mr
Robinson started his teaching career with us as a trainee and
despite only being with us for a short while he has made a
lasting impact on our children's lives. We thank him for his
enthusiasm, motivation and team spirit. We wish him well with
his career going forwards and he will be greatly missed.
Mrs O'Leary, who has been with us longer than any of us can
remember! Has been a central part of our office team
making sure everything runs smoothly and takes good care
of our families and staff. Her cheerfulness and enthusiasm
will be greatly missed.
Miss Hyde and her family are very excited to be welcoming a baby into the
world and we hope she enjoys this magical time.
Next year, we are excited to welcome back Miss McShane who will be joining
the Year 5 / 6 team.
Congratulations, Miss Hilton will be returning in September as Mrs Geeves after
her summer wedding.

A Note From Miss Egerton, Miss Francis and Mr Vincent

Dear Year 6 Pupils and Parents,
We have reached the end of the year - how quickly does it
seem to have gone? - which means it is almost time to say
farewell to you, our wonderful Year 6 children.
Firstly, we would like to say a massive thank you to Year 6,
who have shown resilience, patience and enthusiasm
throughout the year. It has been a rollercoaster of a year
and each day you have smiled and worked hard. You have
made each day enjoyable for us and each other. Your
kindness and empathy towards each other has created a
safe classroom environment where friendships have
flourished - remember to keep in touch with each other.
Secondly, thank you to parents and families for your
support throughout the year, especially during uncertain
times.
Finally, we want to wish each individual every success for
their future and hope you have a well-earned restful and
enjoyable summer and enjoy the next chapter: secondary
school.
Best wishes and good luck
for Year 7 and beyond!

Fun In Foundation
What have we been up to in Foundation?
We have had a lovely but busy few weeks in Foundation this term! We have been learning lots of new skills
as well as having the chance to join in in new exciting opportunities!
This term we have been learning the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. We have been building houses made
out of different materials, making and creating our own pigs and wolf to use in role play and writing letters
to the wolf!
In Literary we have learnt lots of new sounds and new skills to help us make our writing even better. We
know how to structure a sentence using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops and can use connectives
in our writing! Here are some examples of our fabulous writing:

Last week we also had our sports day which
was so much! Even though it was a
competition we all cheered each other on and
supported our friends!

Finally, some of us have been allowed to be involved
in some dog therapy sessions. We met the dogs and
found out lots about them and gave them a stroke!

Welcome To Year One
What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?

Year 1 has had an amazing half term. We have been writing
non-chronological reports about monkeys using fantastic adjectives
and punctuation. In Geography we learnt about animal habitats and
animals that migrate.
The windmills we made in DT were brilliant - some of them even spun
in the wind! We are incredibly proud of all the Year 1 children, you
have all worked so hard this year!
Well done guys and keep up the good work next year.

Welcome To Year Two
What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?
Year 2 have had a very busy half term. We have looked at local heroes such
as Greg Rutherford, Alan Turing and Roald Dahl in History,
For Geography we learnt about the wonders of the world and in Design and
Technology we designed and made our own baby bear chairs from rolled paper.

However, some of our most brilliant work was produced in Art, where we
worked in teams to create fantastic super hero figures in mixed media.

Welcome To Year Three & Four
What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?
Cypress & Willow
In Literacy this half term, we have been focussing on consolidating the skills taught to write
an adventure story. The children have produced some fantastic pieces of writing which they
can be really proud of. In reading, lots of children have moved up to the next reading level.
Lots of children have earnt themselves another reading pet for home reading. In maths, we
have been learning about fractions and have been finding a fraction of a given shape or a
fraction of an amount.
In Science, we have been learning about flowers and plants and what all the different
features of the plant do. We have also been conducting some experiments to find out what
happens to plants in different situations. In Design Technology, we have been learning how
to cross stitch, running stitch and applique materials.

Beech & Oak
In Year Four, the children have been learning how to use superlatives, comparatives and
fronted adverbials to write narratives and stories with morals. The work has been amazing
across the board and every child has shown a wonderful understanding of the texts.
The amount of children reading at home has increased and more and more children are
improving in their reading every week.

Social Media
Just a reminder that we now have a
facebook page that we are using to share
our news in between newsletters.
Please follow our page to keep up with all
the wonderful activities your children are
enjoying.

www.facebook.com/KnowlesPrimary

Football
This year, we have managed to keep two year groups of Football Club going despite the difficulties and restrictions. We
have not been able to play as many matches as we would like but our Year 6 team have played twice and our Year 5
team played once. We are looking forward to more matches in the upcoming year.
We have trained hard over the year - working on fitness; passing; throwing; shooting; tackling; situational awareness;
tactics and worked on position specific skills - and we have moved on from ‘everyone run towards the ball’ to playing
as a formation and from a group of individuals to a cohesive team.
Our Year 5s were triumphant on their first outing against Newton Leys and while our Year 6s lost their match 4-3 it was
a very close match after initially being 2-0 down! The Year 6 team were able to adapt their tactics to counter Newton
Leys’ players and strategy.
Every week we hand out two trophies to the players that have: put in a great effort, demonstrated that they are
putting the techniques we practiced into use or used good strategy. All our players covet this award and it serves as a
great incentive as it is not limited to just ‘the best’ players. We will be continuing this next year and even getting our
new Year 6s to pick one recipient per week of their own.
One of our Year 6 team, about to score his second goal from a free
kick! This young man puts in the effort every week in and outside of
school to ensure when he kicks, he knows exactly where the ball will
fall and as such, he has unprecedented accuracy. As a team we use
this advantage to make sure we can cross the ball into the box
whenever we can to the other waiting players.
Our Year 5 team re-positioning after a save from our goalkeeper. We
know the range of our own team’s throws and kicks - even when
these are not as far as we would like - and we reposition quickly,
leaving the other team behind and far away from the ball.
Our Year 5 goalie kept a clean-sheet during his debut.

Our defense backs each other up in case an opposing player gets past
one of them. In this match, two of our female defenders made their
debut and despite being rather nervous, showed the other team that
they were not to be trifled with.

While we don’t specifically teach ‘after goal celebrations’, it seems our Year 5
team are already highly skilled in this niche aspect of the game.
We would also like to thank a parent that volunteered to referee the Year 5
match at Newton Leys. It can be very difficult to coach and referee at the
same time. This meant we could continue prompting our teams regarding
strategy.
Year 6, make sure you continue playing in secondary school. Even though you will be going from the largest children to likely the
smallest in your new schools, you will have superior agility compared to some of the larger players. Use your advantages and keep
up with your fitness. We have all suffered in this manner from the lockdown. It will be vital to your progression within the game.
Good luck and always try your best in everything you do.

Welcome To Year Five & Six
What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?
Year 5
This term, Year 5 were very excited to get into the kitchen! First, the children researched
different spaghetti bolognese recipes and determined how to make changes to a recipe in
order to make it healthier. The children also spent time designing and making labels for their
own healthy brand of bolognese sauce, collectively deciding to switch the mince for lentils.
Finally, it was time to cook! The children carefully chopped their vegetables, mixed their
sauces and cooked their spaghetti, producing delicious dishes, which they took home for
dinner.
History has been another focus of this term’s learning, with the children studying various
‘Journeys’ throughout the past. This has ranged from the explorations of Walter Raleigh, to
the Titanic and WIndrush. The children have worked hard to develop their analytical skills,
comparing and contrasting historical sources and determining their values and limitations.
In PE, Year 5 have been playing Rounders and developing their athletic skills. We have had
several class v class games, and the children have shown great teamwork and sportsmanship!
This term, the children have really enjoyed our weekly Enrichment sessions, where they had
the opportunity to develop different skills, from music to gardening. The children have
particularly loved taking their learning outside and from our allotment, they have grown some
delicious strawberries.
Year 5/6 Literacy
In Literacy, pupils have been learning how to write persuasive letters. The children initially
wrote letters from a ‘Twisted Fairy Tale’ perspective; such as the Big Bad Wolf petitioning for
the removal of little girls from forests or Mother Gothel accusing Rapunzel of graffiting her
walls! Once the children mastered this skill, they were challenged to write a letter on a topic
of their choice, where they excelled! Their writing was persuasive but also incredibly
entertaining and enjoyable. This topic was a lovely end to a year of wonderful Literacy lessons
and gave every child the opportunity to utilise all of their newly learnt skills.
Year 6
Design and Technology has been a focus of this term’s learning. At the beginning of the term,
the children designed and made their own three course meal. They had to research and
create their own recipes which had to include either a pepper (starter), tomato (main) or
lemon (dessert). After completing their recipes the children collated them into a cookbook.

Welcome To Year Five & Six
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Welcome To Year Five & Six
Following this the children used all their skills and knowledge to design and make a model
playground. Creating their own structures and footprints to design a safe and fun playground.

In PSHE, Year 6 have been joined by two youth workers: Vim and Guy, who have
delivered workshops to highlight the need for positive choices. The children have learnt
simple tactics to avoid being in situations where their safety might be compromised.
The sessions highlighted the importance of establishing trusting relationships and
making the right choices. The children have enjoyed these sessions, reaffirming their
knowledge and skills through playing lots of games and participating in discussions.
Every Monday the Year 6 pupils have walked to Sir Herbert Leon Academy to learn how
to swim. They have made amazing progress in the short time they have been there.
This term, Year 6 have been busy rehearsing for their end of year performance: Lights,
Camera, Action! It is about the events of a school week, which have been turned into a
television programme. Listen to our songs by clicking on the QR codes. The show
features: ‘Class Act’, a soap following the drama of a wet playtime, a day in the life of
an unusual foundation classroom; a wacky quiz show, documentaries and DIY
challenges that all go to prove what an entertaining place school can be! We hope you
enjoy listening.
On Monday 12th July, Year 6 went on a trip to Evenley Wood Gardens where the
children participated in forest school activities to develop their teamwork skills. Luckily,
the rain held off for our trip and the children enjoyed exploring and getting muddy in
the woods.

Year 6 Trip To Evenley Wood Garden
To mark the end of a very different year for our year 6 leavers, where covid put a stop to many opportunities,
we are so pleased that we were able to take the children to Evenley Wood Gardens; the home of Forest
School - where the children had a whole day exploring in the woodland, building dens, whittling and fire
lighting as well as getting very very muddy! We think they enjoyed it.

Year 6 Trip To Evenley Wood Garden

Year 6 Performance

Year 6 Performance

Forest Schools
In Forest School this half term our year 5's and 6's have enjoyed
experimenting with cooking different foods on the campfire. They
have been learning all about the fire triangle, fire safety, how to sit
and move around the fire circle safely and what equipment is needed.
From collecting sticks, fire lighting to cooking delicious smores,
hotdogs, pizza and very toasted cheese toasties, the children have
been fantastic! We have been so impressed, they have worked very
hard, persevering with the challenges of fire lighting in all weathers
and working as a team. Well done Forest Schoolers!
From Miss Quilter, Mr Pym and Mr Walker

Always Here To Help
Family Support
It's fantastic to see all the children back in school.
Well done to everyone for the fabulous attendance we
have had through these hard times.

MRS WEIGHT

It has been great seeing everyone in the mornings
coming in and thank you for wearing your masks on the
playground.

MISS QUILTER

Term Dates - September 2021 - 22
Open to pupils on the morning of:

Closed at the end of afternoon on:

Autumn Term 1
2021

Mon 6th September 2021

Fri 22nd October 2021

Half Term Holiday

Mon 25th October 2021

Fri 29th October 2021

Autumn Term 2
2021

Tues 2nd November 2021

Fri 17th December 2021

Christmas Holidays

Mon 20th December 2021

Fri 31st December 2021

Spring Term 1 2022

Wed 5th January 2022

Fri 18th February 2022

Half Term Holiday

Mon 21st February 2022

Fri 25th February 2022

Spring Term 2 2022

Mon 28th February 2022

Fri 8th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Mon 11th April 2022

Fri 22nd April 2022

Summer Term 1
2022

Mon 25th April 2022

Fri 27th May 2022

Half Term Holiday

Mon 30th May 2022

Fri 3rd June 2022

Summer Term 2
2022

Mon 6th June 2022

Thurs 21st July 2022

Teacher Training Days: the school will be closed to students.
2nd September 2021, 3rd September 2021, 1st November 2021, 4th January 2022, 22nd July 2022

Bank Holidays: the school will be closed.
2nd May 2022

