KNOWLES PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

June 2022

Queen's Platinum Jubilee

On Friday 27th May, we celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Everyone had a fantastic
day and the sun was shining.
Year 6 children organised and led sports activities for the rest of the school - showing great
leadership skills. We all enjoyed a picnic outside dressed in red, white or blue. In the
afternoon, we performed songs to the parents on the playground.
Year 6 also spent lots of time making cakes to sell at our bake sale. Our bake sale was a
huge success and we raised £171.80 for plants for our secret garden.
Congratulations to Lacey for naming the Jubilee bear - Frank.
We would also like to say a BIG thank you to Judith from Hunters Farm Shop in Bletchley for
their generous donation of plants and pots for our memorial garden.
Thank you for supporting our event and we look forward to more celebrations in the future.

The Foundation children have had a lovely half term and have been working
incredibly hard over the last few weeks!
During Enrichment this term, we have been looking at diﬀerent artists and
learning new artistic skills. Some of the artists we have been learning about
are Van Gogh, Kandinksy and Georgia O'Keeﬀe. We learnt about the
techniques these artists used and then created our own art work! Have a look
at some of our amazing creations below:

In Literacy we have been learning how to write a set of instructions using time
words such as ‘First’, ‘Next’, ‘Finally’.
The children wrote instructions on how to make a jam sandwich and on how to
grow a plant. They then followed their instructions to make their own jam sandwich
and plant their own sunﬂowers and cress seeds! We explored how seeds are all
diﬀerent and discussed how and why they are diﬀerent.
The children have then been observing what happens to their plants as they water
them and they begin to grow.

This term we have had our own class pet - butterﬂies!! We have had them since they were tiny
caterpillars and watched as they became cocoons and then turned into beautiful butterﬂies.
We learnt how they eat food and what they eat and then when they were strong enough we
released them out into the wild.

The children in Key Stage One have all been working incredibly hard this half term.
We have been focussing on improving our reading and have been enjoying reading
books for pleasure. The children have really enjoyed learning some diﬀerent poems
and reciting them with actions. We have also been enjoying learning lots of ball
skills in our PE lessons with some coaches from MK Dons.
In Year One, the children have been learning the story 'Monkey See, Monkey Do'
and have written some fantastic versions, thinking about adjectives and
conjunctions to make their writing exciting. In Science the learnt about Everyday
materials, they explored characteristics of various everyday materials. They also
looked at diﬀerent types of fabrics, its features and what item clothing each fabric
might be used for. Also, the children investigate properties of various materials to
understand which material will bend (ﬂexible), not bend (rigid) or stretch and then
put them into appropriate groups.

Similarly, the children have enjoyed learning about Transport in Great inventions
and the ways in which transport has changed the world both for the positive and
the negative in History. The ﬁrst ﬂight by the Wrigth brothers in 1903 at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina USA. Then the Rainhill Trials in England, where the ﬁrst passenger
train competition took place. Amazing facts about transport, Shanghai Maglev is the
fastest train in the world, travels 267mph and Lockheed SR-71 Birkbird, the fastest
aeroplane that travel faster than the speed of sound. It travels 2190mph.

In Year Two, the children have been learning the story 'Hansel and Gretel' and have been
focussing on using exciting vocabulary, adverbs and conjunctions when writing their own
versions of the story. They have also been learning how to write in paragraphs to organise
their writing. In maths the children have worked really hard to secure their knowledge of the
four operations. The children have also enjoyed lots of practical lessons, learning how to
measure using rulers and metre sticks. In topic the children learnt lots of interesting
information about rivers, desert, mountains and diﬀerent landmarks around the world. The
children produced some fantastic fact ﬁles after researching about them.
In Science, the children are learning all about gardening, how to look after plants and ensure
they grow. They have planted lots of seeds and bulbs and we are looking forward to seeing
them grow. In DT, the children designed, created and evaluated pouches. The children learnt
how to use a running stitch. We are very proud of the children’s pouches.

In Year 3 and 4, the children have been absolutely amazing with the hard work and
determination in this half term. I can say on behalf of all the teachers that we are very proud
of your resilience and hope you have a very much well deserved half term. Year 4 have been
trying incredibly hard to ensure they can recall all their times tables before the Multiplication
Tables Check in Summer 2!
In Literacy, we looked at a short narrative ‘Why Bats Sleep in the Day’ and explored a range
of skills such as metaphors, similes and powerful, descriptive vocabulary to write our own
versions. Also, more recently we have been exploring a senses poem ‘My World’ about using
the ﬁve senses in our environment to create a poem to include exciting verbs in present
tense, with the Year 4’s ensuring they use a relative clause to add more detail to their
poems.
In Maths, we have been studying Time and recognising the time to quarter and ﬁve-minute
intervals as well solving problems that involve time. We also explored Money, introducing
the concept of the decimals as pence, converting between pounds and pence, solving
calculations and giving change. Year 4’s have also begun exploring and interpreting diﬀerent
types of charts and graphs in Statistics, extracting information from data, creating graphs,
tally charts and pictograms to represent the information.
In our Broader Curriculum, Redwood have been researching about the local history in
Bletchley, understanding what is meant by ‘listed’ buildings and ﬁnding about what Bletchley
was like in the past. Redwood even explored prehistoric art in Art, creating their own natural
paint palettes from things in the local area and understanding the purpose of early-man
markings.
Willow and Cypress have designed and built slingshot cars in Design Technology by building
a working chassis and ensuring the ﬁnal design is made to reduce air resistance. We also
used some of our previously learned knowledge of circuits to understand properties of
materials to determine whether they are insulators or conductors. Over the last week, in
History, we hope to explore how Crime and Punishment has changed over time by exploring
the introduction of the police force and whether the Suﬀragette Movement was justiﬁed.
We hope you have enjoyed learning over the past few weeks, we look forward to seeing you
in the ﬁnal Summer term! Stay safe and be kind!

Investigating insulators and conductors.

Slingshot cars!

Our local PCSOs visited school before half term. They parked their van on the school playground and
were available to give online safety advice to parents.
Lots of children and parents took away information leaﬂets and enjoyed seeing inside the police van.

In Year 5 Literacy, we have been learning to write a non-chronological report about our own
mythical creature; the children studied the text ‘The Manchester Ridgeback’, designed their
own creature and then wrote their own reports. The children used colons and semicolons to
list features about their animal. The children worked hard when designing their animals
which led to some very successful writing, well done Year 5!
In Maths, we have been learning about decimals and percentages, how to compare and
order decimal numbers and converting between fractions, decimals and percentages.

We have been lucky to have MK Dons in weekly to deliver our PE lessons. We have one
coach who teaches us various ball skills, such as passing, dribbling, tackling and throwing.
Another MK Dons coach also delivers a weekly PSHE lesson teaching us how to keep healthy
with our diet and lifestyles.

For our DT unit this term, we have been studying structures and bridges. First, children
designed and built their bridges using spaghetti as a prototype. Children worked well with
their partners and found that measuring accurately was crucial! Next, we built our truss
bridges using wood.
The children learnt how to measure and saw accurately, they then used hot glue guns to join
their wood accurately. Overall, the children worked excellently as a team and were very
successful with their designs.

This term we also had a visit from Hazard Alley delivering a session regarding keeping safe
with knives. Louise delivered an interactive session which involved a card sorting activity.
Both classes were really engaged and showed a great understanding of how to keep
themselves and their peers safe.

In Science lessons, we have been describing diﬀerent changes in materials when they are
brought together and recognise if the changes are reversible or non-reversible. We have
investigated the conditions required for iron to rust and investigated the changes involved
in a candle burning.

Year 6 have been studying incredibly hard over the last few months in preparation for their
end of Key Stage Two Assessments. They all should be incredibly proud of their hard work
and achievements as they showed a fantastic attitude to learning.
In the afternoons, when we weren’t revising, we enjoyed Art and PE lessons. In our ﬁrst Art
unit, we practised a variety of skills and researched famous artists; recreating a picture (The
Japanese Footbridge) in the style of Claude Monet. Claude Monet was an impressionist
painter, who did not paint photographically and perfectly realistically, instead his paintings
show loose brush strokes and include movement. Using paints we applied this technique to
recreate a section of the painting.

In our second Art unit, we have learnt how to use a range of media to draw a still life study.
Firstly, we looked at a variety of artists, who interpreted still life in diﬀerent ways. Inspired,
we started by sketching our own compositions, which we chose ourselves - these items were
signiﬁcant to each class; then we used charcoal to recreate the image; an eraser to create a
negative image of our still life; and paint, using only one colour, changing the tone to create
shadow.

In PE, we have been practising a variety of skills. Sycamore have been working with Mat from
MK Dons to practise a range of ball skills, which have built up to a game of football.
Meanwhile, Maple has been developing their badminton skills: learning to hold the racket,
serve and play in a game. Next term, we are looking forward to rotating these sports. Every
Friday, we have been practising our ﬁelding games by playing rounders. We have worked on
our teamwork skills, bowling, throwing and catching and have enjoyed applying these to
mini tournaments.
Since completing our SATS, we have been learning about the impact of World War I and II.
Using artefacts and historical sources we have learnt lots about both World Wars. We
ordered the signiﬁcant events between 1911 and 1945; learnt about evacuation and
rationing and the impact they had on the daily lives of people; and we learnt all about
Bletchley Park. The children really took charge of their own learning and undertook the
research themselves, creating beautiful double page spreads

In Literacy, we have been studying the text ‘The Place of Moon and Stars’, which is a portal
story where a child enters a dreamland of magical factories and palaces. We produced list
poems and artwork around the story before creating our own portal stories by coming up
with magical settings and dreams. The children have worked incredibly hard at these stories
- they have been their longest yet!
For our Jubilee day celebrations, Year 6 have been working incredibly hard for our school
community: making bunting and decorations, baking cupcakes to sell at our bake sale and
organising and leading playground activities for the whole school to enjoy. The children
thoroughly enjoyed baking more than 300 cupcakes and icing them in Jubilee colours - they
tasted delicious! All children in Year 6 were brilliant, kind and compassionate leaders, who
are excellent role models demonstrating our school values. You made us all very proud of
you! Well done and thank you for contributing to a successful day of celebrations!

