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Year 5 being visited by the Milton
Keynes Fire Service.

This term, the Foundation children have been lucky enough to go and visit our local
Library once a week! The children learnt what a library was and were amazed at
how many books there are in a Library! The children have enjoyed listening to
various diﬀerent stories and they have loved looking at and sharing books with their
friends. The children have had the opportunity to take a library book home to share
with their families.

In Foundation, we have all been very busy becoming artists! We have been learning
new creative skills and techniques and developing our imagination to create even
bigger and better things! We always talk about how we could make our creations
better. Look at some of our amazing creations:

In Foundation, we have also been working very hard during our Reading, Writing
and Maths lessons. We love learning new skills and putting them into practice. We
have started to write sentences using the sounds that we have learnt so far and we
are working on using capital letters, ﬁnger spaces and full stops in our writing Here
are some examples of our amazing writing:

SNACK STOP
Some children in Year 5 proposed a project to Mrs Rice, Mrs Simpson and Mrs
Taylor. They have decided that they would like to help children to have healthy
snacks at playtimes and set up a snack stop. The group of children are working with
Mrs Simpson to trial their project with Year 5 and 6. If it is successful they will roll it
out into other year groups too. If your child is in Year 5 or 6 and they would like to
have a piece of fruit every day then please send them to school with 20p a day. This
will buy fruit each day and they will have the choice of a cereal bar on a Friday.
The children are very excited to see their project idea come to life.

At the end of Autumn Term, school
council organised a winter card
competition.
The winning designs were chosen by
school council and then delivered to
organisations within the local community.
We also sent one to The Queen and never
expected a reply…

For our next project School council wanted to organise a fundraiser. Every child in the
school had the opportunity to suggest a charity to fundraise for. There were lots of
great suggestions and school council have chosen to organise a clothes donation
station. They will be asking for donations of clean, unwanted clothes from our families
to donate to OpenDoor MK. Open Door works with and for homeless people and those
who are 'vulnerably housed' in Milton Keynes, to support them into accommodation
and to reintegrate into society.
Over the half term break, please take a look and see if you have any items that you
would like to donate.

In Year One and Two, all the children have been working really hard in Read, Write Inc and
Literacy. The children have been showing fantastic learning behaviours and have been
learning lots of new skills. Lots of children have earnt their next reading pet by doing lots
of fabulous reading at home - well done.
In Year One, the children have been making hand puppets in DT focussing on the skills of
cutting, using diﬀerent methods such as stapling, safety pins and glue to hold the
materials together. They have worked hard to improve their ﬁne motor skills. Most of the
children decided to create their own puppets either using staples or glue as they decided
the safety pins were not strong enough. In History, the children have learnt about the
greatest explorers. They enjoyed learning about Captain Cook’s travels, Sunita Williams
and Ibn Battuta.
The children could share lots of knowledge about these people and why they are famous.
In Science, the children learnt about how to classify animals and comparing the similarities
and diﬀerences of diﬀerent animals. The children could conﬁdently talk about how they
had grouped the animals.

In Year Two, the children enjoyed an art unit learning lots of diﬀerent skills. The children
enjoyed creating clay tiles, making repeated patterns which they enjoyed painting carefully
thinking about the patterns.

They also learnt the skill of weaving and created some fantastic paintings of rollercoasters
where they thought carefully about how much paint they needed to load onto their
paintbrush and keeping the paintbrush stroke in the same direction. In Science, the
children have been learning about diﬀerent materials.
They have been exploring the properties of the materials and grouping them using these.
They have also been conducting some experiments to test diﬀerent materials. The
children tested diﬀerent materials to decide which would be the most durable for making a
pair of trousers and diﬀerent balls to see which material would bounce the best.
In History, the children enjoyed learning about holidays in the 1950’s and how they were
very diﬀerent to now. The children were able to identify why it was very diﬀerent and why.

This half term, Year 5 were visited by the Milton Keynes Fire Service. They delivered an
assembly to children about keeping safe in the home and also had a tour of the ﬁre engine.

In Literacy, we have explored the fable The Mouse and Lion, thinking about morals and
how we can include the use of power of three to add descriptive sentences to our own
version of the story. More recently, we also looked at Stone Soup, we decorated our own
magical stones, wrote in the style of a script, and practised writing speech in our own
versions of the story by using speech marks, exciting verbs and adverbs to describe how it
was said. We loved your stories Year 3/ 4!
The focus for Maths this term has mostly been fractions! We have explored what a fraction
is, the diﬀerence between unit and non-unit fractions, counting in fractions, equivalent
fractions and even looking at fractions greater than 1! Children have shown amazing
resilience and have thrived at the challenges presented to them! Well done!

In Topic, Willow and Cypress have been on the most incredible American Road Trip! We
have dived into researching all about North and South America, compasses, Route 66,
environmental regions and learning the diﬀerence between continents, states or provinces,
countries and cities! We have also explored how sound travels in Science as well as how
humans impact the natural world around us. In addition, we have just learned about the
Buddhism 8-fold path, considering jobs that would be suitable for Buddhists and if we were
to create our own 8-fold path, what values would we want others to live by.

In Redwood, we have been looking into weather and climate in Geography, exploring the
tropics, climate zones, biomes and patterns in weather. We enjoyed using the atlases to
explore the diﬀerent regions and understanding the purpose of the equator and why
countries are warmer there. We also have been busy cooking in DT, looking at seasonal
recipes and where the food comes from around the world.

For Children’s Mental Health week, the theme was Growing Together so we completed stars with
a goal on them, thinking about a goal that will help us grow emotionally. Children loved being
mindful of their own emotions, taking time to think about themselves and how they wish to grow
in the future. Mr Belgrave taught both children and staﬀ the basics of Tai Chi, providing
opportunities for us to calm our mind and bodies and be more mindful. The children absolutely
loved Tai Chi and are already asking when is the next session!

We are delighted to share with you that we have chosen to work towards being
accredited
with the Carnegie Centre of Excellence for Mental Health in Schools Award.
By embracing the ideals of the award, we are demonstrating a deep commitment to
working towards excellent practice as we place the mental health and wellbeing of
our children and staﬀ at the core of our school alongside our commitment to having
a rich whole school culture where all members of our school community can thrive.
Our Mental Health Leads, Miss Quilter and Mrs Simpson will be sharing how we, as
a community, are further developing our practices in relation to mental health and
wellbeing over the coming months. We will also be asking for your views and
opinions and will be in touch.

In Year 6, we have been writing a narrative based on the text ‘Alien Landing.’ We have
been learning to select and use language for eﬀect; as part of this we created our own
black out poetry; and have written fantastic stories about a spaceship encounter.
In Art, our theme has been, ‘making your voice heard.’ We learnt how graﬃti can be
used to express yourself and have made our own graﬃti tags which are brilliantly
unique. In addition, we have learnt about the famous artist Kathe Kollwitz - who
sketches portraits - and have created our own portraits inspired by her using lines to
create expression. We have really enjoyed using diﬀerent media to express ourselves
and hope you enjoy our artwork.

We have enjoyed our PE lessons this term as we have been joined by Helen who has been
teaching us to dance! Our theme of aliens in Literacy has inspired our dance where we
have learnt how to express ourselves using dance. We have only had two lessons so far
but we have thoroughly enjoyed them and are looking forward to continuing learning the
dance after half term. Here is a sneak peek of our starting poses:

Mrs Jarman and Mr
Vincent have also
been teaching both
Year 5 and 6
gymnastics. We have
been practising our
group balances.

For our PSHE lessons, we were joined by Guy and Vim from Milton Keynes council,who taught us
about keeping safe. They informed us about the dangers of joining gangs; the warning signs; and
how to seek help if needed. We participated in lots of games and discussions around this topic
and felt well informed.
Our topic in History has been The Ancient Greeks. We have used timelines to place this period in
history and have used diﬀerent sources to learn about the Ancient Greeks. This has helped us
compare Modern-day Greece to Ancient Greece.
In Year 5, we have been writing explanations. We have been focusing on skills such as relative
clauses, subordinating conjunctions and using causal conjunctions to give further explanations in
our writing. We have also looked at diﬀerent explanations and have used these as models to
write our own.

In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply 4 digit numbers and divide 4 digit numbers
using the short methods. We have also learnt how to convert mixed numbers into improper
fractions.
In our Broader Curriculum, we have carried out experiments to measure, describe and explain
the changes that happen to a mystery material when water is added. We have also carried out
comparative experiments to ﬁnd out which is the best material for picnic plates. We have
planned and carried out fair tests to investigate diﬀerent plastic bags and collected evidence to
make recommendations for their use.
We have also been creating monoprints and our own Hundertwasser houses in Art. We have
learnt how to interpret forms from direct observations. We have studied the work of a famous
artist who favoured colourful, ornamental, biomorphic lines, and shapes. He was known as an
Avant Garde artist with his own unique style

In Geography, we have learnt all about where our clothes come from and located these
on a map. We have also discussed that each type of fruit grows in particular climatic
conditions and in a particular season, and that fruit may have to travel long distances to
reach our fruit bowl
We have been very lucky this term as we had a visit by the ﬁre brigade where we learnt
about ﬁre safety. We were super excited when we actually got to see the engine and hear
the siren. We learnt about all the equipment that the crew carry on the engine and learnt
skills such as stop, drop and roll and learnt about the importance of smoke alarms and
escape plans.

In our RE lessons this half term, we
have discussed whether Sikh stories
are important today. In French, we
have been learning how to describe
using shapes and colour.
Finally as part of Children’s Mental
Health Week we have created our
own support balloons.

