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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

In the new year, there will be some staﬀ changes...
John Hole who has worked at our school for several years is embarking on an
exciting new venture. John has worked incredibly hard as our SENCo supporting
children with additional needs and their families. He has made a big diﬀerence to so
many of our children and will be greatly missed by all.
We are very pleased that Helen Loftus will be returning to our school in the role of
SEND Support Manager. Helen will be working with our teachers, parents and
external agencies to support the needs of our SEND children. Sophie Simpson
(Deputy Headteacher) will be taking on the role of SENCo. If your child has
additional needs or if you have any concerns please speak to your child’s class
teacher in the ﬁrst instance.
Claire Darnley will be a new friendly face in the oﬃce. Claire is our new ﬁnance
assistant and will be working Wednesday to Friday.
Mrs Williamson is moving onto another school. Cypress class will be taught by Miss
Clark and continued to be supported by Miss Murer. Miss Clark has been spending
the past few weeks with the children and knows them from teaching them in Year 2.
Many congratulations to Miss Purves on her recent marriage. Miss Purves will now
be Mrs Taylor.

KS2 have been rehearsing for their carol concert to Foundation and KS1 this term.
Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to perform in front of our families and friends
Just tap or scan the QR codes below to enjoy the recordings of their singing.

12 Days Of Christmas

Frosty The Snowman

Jingle Bell Rock

Sparkle and Shine

Foundation children have had a very exciting term learning all about Space! We have
been learning about all the diﬀerent planets that are in space, which planet we live
on and why our planet is diﬀerent from the rest of the planets! Foundation had
some uninvited guests (aliens!) so the children worked hard to create and set traps
to help catch the aliens! The children have also enjoyed making their own aliens and
planets using a range of diﬀerent resources.

In our Science lessons we have all been learning about ﬂoating and sinking! We
carried out experiments and discussed what sort of objects ﬂoat, what objects sink
and why this might be. We then created and invented our own boats! We had to
think carefully about how to make our boats to make sure they ﬂoat. We tried using
diﬀerent materials and realised what materials act best and which don’t! The
children worked really hard to plan and create their boats and then evaluated what
they had made by ﬁnding out if their boats ﬂoated or sank.

Our Foundation children were lucky enough to go on a visit to Frosts and visit Santa!
The children absolutely loved our school trip and were mesmerised when they saw
Santa! The children listened to a story from Santa and then were able to meet him
to take a picture! The children were then lucky enough to choose a present to take
home from Santa’s toy factory!

We also went on a visit to the Church to listen to a Christmas Story! We loved visiting
a Church and learning about what a Church is and then being read a story and
learning a bit more about Christmas.
Foundation, Year One and Year Two children have been working really hard to make
an amazing Nativity! The children have all worked so hard in learning the songs, the
actions and their lines and have done a fantastic job! We will be sending home a QR
code for you to listen to the songs from the Nativity if you so wish!

Key Stage One children were invited to the local church to create Christingles with Jane.
Christingle celebrations are named after the Christingles that are lit during the ceremony.
Christingles are oranges wrapped in red tape, decorated with dried fruit or sweets, with a
candle on the top.
Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story:
●
●
●
●

The orange represents the world
The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ
The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to people living in
darkness.

This term, the children have been enjoying a wide variety of after school clubs; from
woodwork and martial arts to cooking and football. The children have enjoyed learning
new skills and creating crafts.
Miss Sinclair ran a fantastic Woodwork club and it has been a massive success! The
children have been busy measuring, sawing, glueing, hammering and decorating beautiful
bird boxes. Miss Potter has been working throughout the school, running dance, crafts
and cooking clubs. Cooking has been very popular this term so Miss Sharma kindly ran
another club for UKS2.
A new after school club oﬀer will be shared through Arbor so that the children can sign up
for clubs in the Spring Term (starting w/c 10.1.22)

Santa Dash - This year, we supported Willen Hospice once again and took part in a Santa
Dash. The children wore their christmas jumpers and all completed some running around
Santa.
We raised £129 Willen Hospice is a local adult hospice which is run by local people for local
people delivering calm and compassionate care.
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Year One pupils have learnt about our local area in Geography. The children visited
the ‘War memorial’ outside our school as one of the landmarks in the local
community.
They drew maps of the classroom and the whole school with map keys to indicate
the location of things around the school premises. In Design and Technology (DT)
we have learnt about Fruit and vegetables and how to classify food into fruit and
vegetable. They learnt to chop and make smoothies.
In science we have learnt that our body has ﬁve main sense organs in ‘Using our
sense’. These are eyes, ears, nose, tongue and skin (or hand). We tasted some food
items and learnt that there are ﬁve basic tastes: sweet, bitter, sour, salty and
savoury.

In Year Two, we have learnt about habitats and life cycles in Science. The children have
enjoyed learning about where animals live and why they choose to live there. In
Geography, we looked at and investigated diﬀerent weathers and weather patterns. We
also looked at changes within the seasons.
The children enjoyed researching and learning about diﬀerent places in the world with
extreme hot and cold weather and produced some fantastic pieces of work. In Art, the
children were given the opportunity to practise the formal elements of art. We looked at
shading techniques, sketching, rubbing using crayons and using oil pastels to create a 3D
picture of diﬀerent planets. In Design and Technology, we have been learning how to
make a moving monster using levers, pivots and linkages.

The children in Year One and Two have all been following the Read Write Inc scheme for
their reading and phonics sessions. The children have really enjoyed these sessions and
have been working really hard to improve their ﬂuency and expression when reading. The
children are now taking home familiar texts that they have read in class in their new School
Bags. The children have enjoyed being able to share these stories conﬁdently. Thank you
to everyone who has ensured that these books have been in school every day!
Year One and Year Two enjoyed a trip to the local Church, where they had the opportunity
to create a Christingle and listen to the story of Christmas.
Foundation, Year One and Year Two have also worked extremely hard to produce a
fantastic nativity play. The children have learnt their lines and are speaking really clearly,
all of the children have learnt the songs and actions and have had lots of fun being a part
of the play.

Remembrance Day

We launched our Big Dreams experiences this term and they have been a massive
success! Foundation, Year 4 and Year 5 have all been on wonderful trips and visits
and we can’t wait for Year 1, 2, 3 and 6 to go on their visits in the new year.
Year 5 Big Dreams - Go and see a live show!
Year 5 had an amazing time at MK Theatre seeing Gangsta Granny Live. The children
were amazed by the fantastic sets and the facilities at the theatre.
The story was very funny and had everyone laughing, singing, dancing and clapping
along.
Year 4 Big Dreams - Take a trip to the Natural History Museum!
Willow and Cypress class had a wonderful time at Tring Natural History Museum
seeing all the amazing animals. They could not believe the size of the animals and
that you could be so close to a tiger, a polar bear and a camel all in one place!
Foundation Big Dreams - Take a visit to see Santa and his elves!
Our wonderful Foundation children took a trip to Frosts this week to meet Father
Christmas and his elves. The children were beautifully behaved and so excited to
meet Santa.
Santa was so kind and read everyone a story and then took the time to meet and
chat to each child individually in his living room. We wrote letters to Santa, collected
some reindeer food ﬁlled with strength, magic and speed and got to visit the toy
factory to choose a very special gift.
Everyone commented on how lovely and polite our children were.

Visiting Santa
At Frosts

Nativity
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An exciting, fun packed half term in years 3 and 4. We have studied stories and
poems in literacy and multiplication & division in maths, while in science we have
looked at the digestive system, food groups and states of matter.
Year 4 made some fantastic book pouches in design and technology, while year 3
designed and built castles from paper and card.
Cypress and Willow classes were lucky enough to have their ‘Hearts & Minds’ trip to
the Natural History Museum in Tring. The children participated in a workshop about
animal classiﬁcation and enjoyed looking at a wide range of animals on display.
We were super proud of the children’s brilliant behaviour and enthusiasm, which
was acknowledged by the museum in a lovely email.

Our year 1, year 2 and
year 3’s have all been
enjoying our new
Kaleidoscope groups.
Their faces say it all!
Our children learn to
relax, express their
emotions and learn to
connect with others.

Rock Steady is an opportunity for children to learn to play an instrument or sing in a rock
band. Last week, the children that attend Rock Steady performed one song each in their
band to the school. It was fantastic to see all of the skills they have developed as well as
their conﬁdence to stand in front of their classmates and perform. Well done!

In Year 6, we have been writing non-chronological reports about superheroes we have
designed. We have been writing to inform and have been working on including a variety
of sentences and using organisational features in our writing.

In our Broader Curriculum, we have successfully designed and made tote bags to carry
school books. We really enjoyed making them even though sewing is challenging! We had
time to complete an applique to the front of our bag, which made our bags unique to us.

Our topic in Geography has been The Amazon. We have been developing our research
skills to ﬁnd facts about the Amazon: climate; human and physical features (rivers,
terrain); and Manaus (the capital and largest city of the Brazilian state of Amazona).

This term we have been participating in the Choices programme as part of our learning
in PSHE. We have been discussing how our choices might be aﬀected by our basic
human needs; learning through stories how characters might be inﬂuenced by others;
and have shared advice we would give to those characters.
We are looking forward to continuing the Choices programme in the Summer Term.

In Year 5, we have been writing stories about tricksters and creating suspense stories.
We have been focusing on skills such as embedded clauses, relative clauses and dashes
to add additional information to our writing. We have also looked at stories that have
been written from a character’s point of view and have used these as models to write
our own stories.
In Maths, we have been learning about how to ﬁnd the area and perimeter of shapes.
In our Broader Curriculum, we have successfully designed and made celebration cards
with a light source. We really enjoyed making them and worked really hard to make the
electrical circuits for our cards.

We have also been making a healthy bolognese sauce in Design Technology. We have
learnt about how food gets from the farm to the fork, and tasted diﬀerent sauces and
compared their nutritional value. We have thoroughly enjoyed this topic and tasting the
food we have made.
In History, we have learnt all about the Anglo Saxon period and discussed why this
period is known as the dark age.
We have been very lucky this term as we had our very ﬁrst trip as Year 5 to the theatre
where we enjoyed watching Gangsta Granny. We have also performed an assembly for
the whole school on Remembrance Day and enjoyed creating poppies for assembly and
learning songs and poems.

MK Food Bank are holding another Top-Up Shop on the 20th December at Kiln Farm and
it is for residents in Milton Keynes who are in ﬁnancial hardship.
There will be a variety of cooking ingredients and Christmas treats for sale as well as 10
store cupboard items for £2.
Also please note that visiting the shop will not count towards Food bank limits!

A big thank you to Glenn Hennessy Plumbing for his help
in getting us a Christmas tree. Also thank you to
Morrisons for their continued monthly donations of cereal
towards breakfast club.

PACA is an independent forum for parent carers of children and young people with
disabilities or additional needs in Milton Keynes.
They share their experiences with decision makers to bring about real change to
develop local services and to make lives better for our families.
They gather your opinions in response to proposals e.g. Consultations
Membership is FREE!
Join their mailing list to receive regular news and updates
● Have your say at meetings and local events
● Help them with surveys and questionnaires
● PACA Projects include the annual SEND Information Day - in partnership with
MK SEND IAS Service and the PACA Mark Mystery shopper scheme.
Organisation details:
● 07852 526057
● pacamk@gmail.com
● www.pacamk.org
● twitter.com/pacamk
● www.facebook.com/parentsandcarersalliancemk
** Booking now available **
MK SEND Information Festival 2022 💚💙 Friday 4th February & Saturday 5th
February
Information and support for parent carers, young people and children with
additional needs or disability aged 0 - 25yrs, in Milton Keynes
Day 1: Online workshops Day 2: In person at the Ridgeway Centre, Wolverton
Please book your tickets via Eventbrite mk_send_info_day_2022.eventbrite.co.uk
For more information please visit https://www.mksendinfoday.co.uk

