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Thank you for all of the donations to our harvest
festival.
The food bank were very grateful and the donations
will make a huge difference. We also enjoyed a
fabulous performance from Year 3 and 4 which
included singing, poems and a story with sign
language.
Well done!

School Council
Two children from each year group have been chosen to be our school council representatives this
year. They will be leading projects to help improve our school and local community.
School Council projects this half term
School Council were invited to help brighten up the local community. Jane from Queensway
methodist church asked us to plant some bulbs ready to bloom in Spring.

School council organised Hello Yellow Day.
On Friday 8th October, it was World Mental Health Day. We marked this day by taking part in
‘Hello Yellow Day’ organised by the Young Minds charity. We invited the children and staff to
wear something yellow on this day and donate 50p. We wore yellow to show young people
that they are not alone with their mental health. Through lessons and workshops, we raised
awareness that it is not only important to keep physically healthy but also mentally healthy.
During the week, we completed a 10,000 active minute challenge as a whole school to show
the link between physical activity and positive mental wellbeing.
We smashed our target and completed 28,615 active minutes!

Fun In Foundation
What have we been up to in Foundation?
Foundation children have been very busy so far this term getting used to a new school routine, making lots
of new friends and exploring their new surroundings! We have had lots of discussions on what our school
values and rules are, how we treat our friends and our teachers and what positive behaviours we should be
showing in school.
Children have had the chance to explore their new environment which will contribute towards their
learning. They have been learning how to access different resources to help them with creating beautiful
art work, making up their own imaginative play and finding out what tools they can use to help them with
their learning.

We are starting to learn how to read and write our names. Your child will really benefit if you are
able to help them with learning how to write their name at home!
We are starting to learn some sounds and are looking through books and seeing if we can spot any
learnt sounds!
We are exploring how to use our imagination in our play and how to make up our own stories or
scenarios. If you could engage in imaginary role play at home, this will also help your children
benefit massively as they will be able to use this skill at school which can then be further
developed.

Welcome To Year One & Two
what have we been up to this half term?
Year 1 and Year 2 have worked hard to settle into the new year of learning and have been focussing on
learning the school values. They have been showing amazing learning behaviours and have produced some
fantastic pieces of work. The children have been working really hard in Read, Write Inc learning to segment
and blend to read. The children have been learning to read words containing special friends and have been
spelling using their Fred Fingers. During this term, we also celebrated Hello Yellow which is a charity that
supports children's mental health. We aimed to do 10,000 active minutes and as a school we got 25,000.
The children wore yellow in support and we raised lots of money as a school.
In Year 1 topic lessons, the children have learnt how to make moving books in DT. They made these based
on the story Humpty Humpty. In Art, we have looked at work created by Jasper Johns and have created
some artwork using this style. The children have learnt how to use primary colours and then had a try at
combining them on paper. In history they learnt to compare how things have changed now compared to
when their grandparents were children. They looked at differences between schools, toys and things in
their home.

Here is some of Yacub’s amazing Humpty Dumpty work.

In Year 2 in topic, we have learnt about the Great Fire of
London and the gunpowder plot.
The children produced some fantastic story maps of events
that led to the fire and were able to retell the story using
the correct dates and names of key people. In Science, the
children have been learning about ‘Our changing world’.
We have spent time outside exploring habitats and looking
at what creatures live there. The children have then
compared this with an urban habitat.
In RE, we discussed how people can show kindness in
different ways and looked at the bible story ‘The Great
Samaritan’ and spoke about who showed kindness. In PE,
we have been practising different ways to travel, balancing
in different ways and learning about what attackers and
defenders are.

Welcome To Year Three & Four
what have we been doing this half term?
In Year 3 and 4 we have had a very busy start to the year rehearsing and performing our
fantastic harvest festival. As part of the school’s ‘Big Hearts’ initiative, year 3 were delighted
to receive so many generous harvest contributions for the food bank. A big thank you to all
who donated.
We have already covered topics in history such as the Stone Age in year 3 and Ancient
Egyptians in year 4. In literacy we have wrote instructions and an alien fact file, and covered
place value and addition and subtraction in maths.
Our first RE units and French units of the year have been completed and all the children
should now be able to meet, greet and introduce themselves in a new language

The children have been
working hard in PE, they
are building up their
fitness levels, ball skills
and accuracy skills.
Well done Year 3 and 4,
keep it up!
The children have enjoyed many new experiences such as Forest School for some children
and weekly Kaleidoscope sessions for all. Enrichment is proving as popular as ever and the
adults in the key stage are offering weekly sessions on sign language, musical theater,
sewing and French games & activities, to name but a few.
We are already looking ahead to the Santa Dash, carol concert and the year 4 trip to the
Natural History Museum in Tring, next half term.
A quick reminder that the school expectation for home reading is at least 3 times per week.
Please remember to sign and date your child’s reading record whenever they read outside of
school.
Finally, we have been incredibly impressed with the way the children have settled back into
school after the long summer break. Their enthusiasm and hard work has been a joy to
witness

Online Safety
Parent Zone is an online hub packed full of information and advice to support online safety. You can
sign up to the newsletter here. www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/signup

Netflix is an online streaming service to watch shows and movies.
Will my child be able to access inappropriate content?
With such a vast range of content available, some parents might be concerned that their children could
stumble across content they shouldn’t be watching. Fortunately, Netflix gives parents the opportunity
to customise what content they want their children to have access to.
Each title on the UK version of Netflix has been rated by the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC)
using its regular rating system – U, PG, 12, 15 and 18 – to determine what audience the title is suitable
for. You can customise which of these ratings you want each individual user to have access to.
Here’s how to enable this feature:
●

●
●
●

Sign in to your Netflix account and select ‘Account’ from the drop-down menu in the top-right
corner. You can do this on mobile, but the browser version of the ‘Account’ page is easier to
navigate.
Scroll down to the ‘Profile and Parental Controls’ section and select the user you’d like to
customise.
Click ‘Viewer Restrictions’, adjust the slider as shown below to set your limit and then hit ‘Save’.
Alternatively, you can use the ‘Kids’ profile that comes with your account, where the rating limit
is set to PG by default.

What other safety features are available?
Age ratings aside, there are several other ways you can make each family member’s Netflix user safer
and more tailored to their needs and sensitivities.
Profile lock:
You might be thinking: what’s the point of restricting your child’s account when they can just click on
yours instead? That’s where the profile lock function comes in handy.
From the same ‘Account’ section mentioned above, you can also protect each individual user with a
four-digit PIN code so that only the intended person can access it. This can be a great help if you’re
concerned about your child stumbling upon adult content or if you want to avoid family members
overwriting each other’s progress on a TV show.
All you need to do is to select the user you want to PIN-protect, click ‘Profile Lock’ from the menu and
type in your preferred code. Remember to click ‘Save’ before exiting!
More information can be found here https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264

Welcome To Year Five & Six
What have we been doing this half term?
In our Year 5 & 6 Literacy we have been learning to use language for effect to build suspense and
create atmosphere in our writing. We have learnt two texts: Kidnapped and Vixen Street. As part of
our learning, we have drawn our settings from the descriptions within the texts and learnt how to use
figurative language. The children have produced stunning pieces of writing to describe settings,
which the children chose and written list poems based on an animal.

In Enrichment, we have had the opportunity to learn and develop skills in: cooking, team games,
badminton, art, chess, puzzle making, singing and cross-stitch. The children have been working on
different projects to complete final compositions in Art and Music. Meanwhile in cooking we have
created a variety of sweet treats: cookies, cupcakes and scones. Whilst in our sport enrichments we
have developed our sportsmanship and teamwork skills in competitive games.

In Year 5 we have studied the Local Area as part of our Geography topic and have found
ways in which the local environment has changed. In RE, we have studied the way in
which Sikhs and Christians show their commitment to God.
This half term, we have been learning all about forces, including the concepts of friction,
air resistance and gravity. We have conducted lots of experiments to find out what forces
act upon each other and investigated ways in which things can be slowed down.

Welcome To Year Five & Six
What have we been doing this half term?
In Year 6, we have enjoyed a varied curriculum. At
the beginning of the term, we completed a series
of experiments on electrical circuits, which we
have applied to our DT project: to design and
make an electronic toy. Following this we
completed our first Year 6 Art and Design unit,
where we designed zentangle patterns, which we
then used to create prints inspired by William
Morris.
Our History unit this term has been the Mayans. We have learnt how to use different sources newspaper articles, photographs, written accounts - to learn about people from the past, and
analysed the benefits and limitations of these sources. At the end of the unit, we culminated all of our
research and learning into double page spreads, which the children illustrated beautifully. We also did
some food tasting: the children really enjoyed trying avocado, guacamole, salsa and dark chocolate!

As part of our PE in Year 6, we have been going
swimming weekly at Leon Leisure Centre. It has been
fabulous to see the children enjoying the sessions more
as their confidence and skills go from strength to
strength. We will continue to swim every Monday in
Autumn Term and look forward to seeing the children’s
swimming journey continue.
In Year 6, Lilac Class, we have had an amazing first
term! We have worked on our resilience and growth
mindset in our learning. In Literacy, we have been
working on adjectives and using conjunctions to
connect and extend our writing. We studied the fable
of The Hare and the Tortoise and learned about stories
with morals. We have now moved on to instruction
writing and we are currently working on making food
for some very excotic characters. In Maths, we have
been learning and revising the four operations. We are
definitely going in confidence and really beginning to
believe in ourselves in Lilac Class!

Social Media
Just a reminder that we now have a
facebook page that we are using to share
our news in between newsletters.
Please follow our page to keep up with all
the wonderful activities your children are
enjoying.

www.facebook.com/KnowlesPrimary

