Knowledge Organiser
Geography - Climate & Weather
Key Vocabulary
climate

Climate is the long-term average of weather, typically
averaged over a period of 30 years

biome

a large naturally occurring community of ﬂora and fauna
occupying a major habitat
the plants of a particular region, habitat, or geological
period

ﬂora

fauna

the animals of a particular region, habitat, or geological
period

tundra

a vast, ﬂat, treeless Arctic region of Europe, Asia, and
North America in which the subsoil is permanently frozen

permafrost

a thick subsurface layer of soil that remains below freezing
point throughout the year, occurring chieﬂy in polar
regions.

taiga

the swampy coniferous forest of high northern latitudes,
especially that between the tundra and steppes of Siberia

Key Knowledge
●

The four seasons are: Spring, Summer, Autumn & Winter.

●

Deserts generally receive less than 40cm (16in) of rain a year.

●

Around one third of the Earth's surface is covered in deserts.

●

The original meaning of the word desert is 'an abandoned
place'.

●

Many of the ice free regions of the Arctic and Antarctic are
known as polar deserts.

●

The tundra biome is a cold and treeless plain where harsh
conditions make it hard for plants and animals alike to survive.
Around 20% of the Earth's land surface is covered with tundra.

●

Rainforests are lush, warm, wet habitats. Trees in the rainforest
grow very tall because they have to compete with other plants
for sunlight.

weather forecast, season, climate,
climate zone – polar, temperate
and equatorial/tropical/rainforest;
biome, ﬂora, fauna, vegetation,
Temperature, frozen/freeze/freezing,
glacier, iceberg, ice ﬂow, ice cap,
Arctic, Antarctic, continent, ﬂora,
fauna – polar tundra and alpine
tundra, caribou, reindeer, polar
bear, penguin, seal, Northern and
Southern Hemisphere, tundra –
polar, permafrost, taiga, desert,
subtropical, sahara

Interesting Fact

Did you know that
The world’s largest
desert is
Antarctica. That’s
right, an area
doesn’t have to be
hot to qualify — it
just needs to lose
more moisture
than it gains.
Only 20% of the
Earth’s deserts are
covered in sand.

Knowledge Organiser
Geography - Our World
Key Vocabulary
globe

A globe is a spherical model of Earth

Prime meridian

A prime meridian is the meridian in a geographic
coordinate system at which longitude is deﬁned to be 0°

longitude

Longitude, is a geographic coordinate that speciﬁes the
east–west position of a point on the Earth's surface

latitude

latitude is a geographic coordinate that speciﬁes the
north–south position of a point on the Earth's surface.

Northern
hemisphere

The Northern Hemisphere is the half of Earth that is north
of the Equator

Southern
hemisphere

The Southern Hemisphere is the half of Earth that is south
of the Equator

Tropic of
Capricorn

The Tropic of Capricorn is the circle of latitude that
contains the subsolar point at the December solstice. It is
the southernmost latitude where the Sun can be seen
directly overhead

Key Knowledge
●

A globe is a spherical model of Earth, of some other celestial
body, or of the celestial sphere. Globes serve similar purposes to
maps, but unlike maps, do not distort the surface that they
portray except to scale it down. A globe of Earth is called a
terrestrial globe

●

A terrestrial globe shows land masses and water bodies. It
might show nations and prominent cities and the network of
latitude and longitude lines. Some have raised relief to show
mountains.

●

Latitude and longitude are part of the geographic coordinate
system and they help us to map every point on the Globe.
Latitude represents the coordinates going horizontally around
the Globe whereas longitude represents the coordinates going
vertically

●

Earth rotates on its axis every 24 hours.

Longitude, Greenwich/Prime
Meridian, Earth’s rotation, axis,
clockwise, anti-clockwise, latitude,
northern hemisphere, southern
hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic
of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic
Circle, Address, postcode, county,
country, continent, Earth, solar
system, universe, satnav, Globe, map,
longitude, latitude, continent, ocean,
Equator, North Pole, South Pole,
Northern Hemisphere, Southern
Hemisphere

Interesting Fact

If you combine a
latitude
coordinate with a
longitude
coordinate you
can plot any point
on the Earth.
For example,
64.1265° N,
21.8174° W takes
you to Reykjavik,
the capital city of
Iceland.

Knowledge Organiser
Geography - Coasts
Key Vocabulary
harbour

a place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter.

cliff

a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea

peninsula

a piece of land almost surrounded by water or projecting
out into a body of water

reef

a ridge of jagged rock, coral, or sand just above or below
the surface of the sea

bleaching

When water is too warm, corals will expel the algae living
in their tissues causing the coral to turn completely white.
This is called coral bleaching.

erosion

the process of eroding or being eroded by wind, water, or
other natural agents.

deposition

During deposition particles of rock are laid down in layers.
Heavier particles are normally dumped ﬁrst and then
covered by ﬁner material. Layers of sediment build up over
time

Key Knowledge
●

A coastline or a seashore is the area where land meets the sea
or ocean, or a line that forms the boundary between the land
and the ocean or a lake.

●

If a house is near to the coast we say it is "on the coast". When
we talk about a long part of the coast we call it "the coast-line".
Sometimes, 'coast' can be part of a place name or the
description of a large area. For instance, the East Coast of the
United States describes the all of the Eastern side of the United
States that is next to the Atlantic Ocean.

●

Waves erode coastline as they break on shore releasing their
energy; the larger the wave the more energy it releases and the
more sediment it moves.

●

Coasts, especially those with beaches and warm water, attract
tourists. In many island nations such as those of the
Mediterranean, South Paciﬁc and Caribbean, tourism is central
to the economy. Coasts offer recreational activities such as
swimming, ﬁshing, surﬁng, boating, and sunbathing.

Sand, rock, beach, cliff, industry,
ﬁshing, harbour, physical features,
human features including settlement,
economic, tourism, region, peninsula,
reef, coral, Great Barrier Reef,
Australia, bleaching, Port, dock,
harbour, shipping, sea ﬁsherman,
trawlerman, trawler, human activity,
reclaimed land, economic activity,
trade, sea food, rock pool, shells,
Erosion, deposition, tides, storm,
resistance, power (of the sea),
Antarctica, cruise.

Interesting Fact

The Great Barrier Reef
is the largest coral
reef system in the
world.
It is found in the Coral
Sea, off the coast of
Queensland, Australia.
The Great Barrier Reef
is the world’s largest
living structure.
It is made up of
around 2900
individual reefs and
900 islands.

