MEET OUR THERAPY
DOGS
Knowles Primary School

Aims
Children’s happiness, emotional health and wellbeing is
very important to us at Knowles.
Encouraged by research from groups such as Pets as
Therapy (PAT) and the Dogs Trust, we believe that we could
continue to enrich children’s lives for the better by
introducing therapy dogs to our school.
At Knowles, we understand the special bond and
connection between dogs and their families. Our intention
is to nurture and build relationships, so that all children can
benefit from a therapy dog as a non-judgmental,
non-demanding and unconditional friend. Dogs have been
proven to; reduce stress, promote greater self esteem,
develop friendship and communication skills, improve
attendance and make the environment happier and more
enjoyable. A dog is a calming influence.
In addition, therapy dogs can work with individuals or small
groups of children in a variety of ways to support their;
Emotional wellbeing
Anxiety
Confidence
Friendships
Communication skills
Self-esteem
Reading
Dog therapy provides a calm and quiet environment
where children can learn more about their own emotions.

Training and Recruitment
We have recruited highly trained dogs that
have been assessed by a local accredited
Pets As Therapy Temperament Assessor to
ensure that they are: calm, relaxed, gentle,
sociable, consistent, predictable and friendly.
Their relationships with children have been
assessed and all dog handlers have also
received comprehensive training.
Our therapy dogs have been introduced to
the school over a period of time, having had
short orientation visits ensuring that the dogs
are comfortable with the environment. They
are familiar with the setting and children.
Most importantly they are subject to a
controlled risk assessment. Their role is
directly managed and overseen by our
Deputy Headteacher and SENCo. It is key to
remember that animals used as therapy are
more than pets, they are in essence working
animals with specific tasks.
Would you like to meet the team?

Common questions regarding therapy dogs
in school
My child does not like dogs and is frightened of them
Any child who is fearful of dogs will not have to directly be with them,
although they may see them around the school. Children will always be
informed if a school dog is to be present when they enter a room or are
in the vicinity. Children will have a choice. Access to school therapy
dogs will always be closely controlled. We will always seek parental
permission before your child starts interacting / working with our dogs.
My child has an allergy to dogs
As with children who are fearful of dogs, no individual will be made to
work directly with them and therefore the risk of allergy reaction is
minimal. The school successfully manages many allergy risks and an
allergy to animals will be managed in the same manner. No child will
be asked to be with a dog if they have an allergy or fear.
Why have a therapy’ dog? Dogs can’t understand us or speak!
Of course, dogs cannot speak; but they are great listeners and the right
dogs are excellent when it comes to empathy. Our dogs are owned by
members of staff and are highly valued by the school and children
alike. They will be in attendance regularly during the school year and
will become a central part of school life. The personality, history and
temperament of our dogs is well known to us..
I thought dogs were not allowed on the school site and I have been
told to not bring my pet dog on the playground; what is the
difference?
Schools comply with the Health and Safety at Work Act and are
required to consider the act when agreeing to having animals on
school sites. Other considerations such as Risk Assessments and Public
Liability are acted on. It is true that most schools, including ours, have a
general ‘no dogs’ policy and with good reason. Allowing pets on site
that have not been trained, correctly risk assessed and approved by an
accredited Pets As Therapy Temperament Assessor can lead to
difficulties, as access to them is not managed or controlled by the
school, or indeed accountable to it.

Where will the dogs be kept in the day? Will my child be alone with a
dog?
Each dog will be supervised and remain with their trained owner /
volunteer throughout their time in school. Dogs have access to a safe
place, with fresh water and bedding and the school has a separate,
fenced off area for play and toileting. Special consideration has been
given to ensure that school life is equally enjoyable for the dogs and
every measure will be taken to meet the dog’s needs when they are
present in school. Each dog will attend school part time to ensure they will
have appropriate time away from school.
Can my child bring treats in for the dogs?
No. Children will not feed the dogs at any time.
How will my child know how to interact with the dogs?
All children will be given guidance from the Dogs Trust on safe
interactions with dogs both inside and outside of school. In addition to
this, children will be expected to follow safe and respectful behaviours
around the dogs. Children will be guided by our ‘Dog code of conduct’
Dog owners will model and support these expected behaviours.
What if one of the dogs becomes ill?
Dog owners are dog first aid trained and a pet first aid kit will be carried
by the dog owner at all times. Dogs will not be brought into school if
showing signs of illness. School will make contact with the local vets if a
dog becomes unwell on site.
Hygiene and Cleanliness
Our dogs are wormed, vaccinated and kept free of fleas and ticks. Dogs
have access to a fenced off exercise / toilet area. Dogs are well groomed
and clean before entering school grounds. Children will wash and sanitise
hands before and after touching dogs.

Hi!
I’m Ted

What’s special
about me?

I’m a kind black labrador
and I love chasing tennis
balls! My special trick is
that I can fit 3 in my
mouth at the same time!
WHO IS MY OWNER?

Labrador fun
fact:

labradors have a double
coat to protect them
from icy, cold water
which means they're
almost waterproof.

Hi!
I’m Charlotte
What’s special about
me?
I am a very friendly, lovable

girl and I love being with
people so much. I love to be
stroked more than anything
and I love to be as close to
you as I possibly can. I am
kind and gentle and will love
you lots.

WHO IS MY OWNER?

Golden Retriever fun
fact:

Golden Retrievers make
wonderful pets, They are
calm, happy, gentle, loyal
dogs who have so much love
to give. They are happy to
share out their love to
anyone and everyone they
meet.

Hi!
I’m Pippa

What’s special
about me?

I’m a kind black labrador
and I love chasing tennis
balls! My special trick is
that I can fit 3 in my
mouth at the same time!
WHO IS MY OWNER?

Spaniel fun fact:

labradors have a double
coat to protect them
from icy, cold water
which means they're
almost waterproof.

Hi!
I’m Frank
What’s special
about me?

Frank loves adults and
children alike. Frank has
a flat face, lots of rolls
and wrinkles and jiggles
when he walks or runs.
You can always hear him
coming due to his heavy
breathing..
WHO IS MY OWNER?

Pug fun fact:

Pugs are great companion
dogs and were bred by
Chinese emperors for this
reason.
A group of pugs is called a
'grumble'.

